wontinued as bleffings to the churches. 


‘ Grace be to you, and Peace from God our Father, and from 


BELOVED. BRETHREN, 


| ie on the Difcipline of the Primitive Churches, and the Qua- 


A PERSUASIVE TO CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP. 


LETTER, 


MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 


OF THE SEVERAL 


Baptist Churches 


OF THE 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCLATION, 


Assembled at OakHam, June 2, 3, 4, 1801. 


Maintaining the important doétrines of three equal perfons in the Godhead ; 
eterhal and personal election ; original sin; particular redemption 3 free justifica- 
tion by the imputed righteousness of Christ; efficacious grace in regeneration; 
the final perseverance of real believers; the resurrection of the dead; the future 
judgment ; the eternal happinefs of the righteous; and everlasting misery of such 
as die impenitent ; with the congregational order of the churches, inviolably; 


To the several Churches they represent, or from which they bave received Letters’ 


Meeting at Loscoe, Derbyshire; Sutton-Ashfield, and Nottingham, Nottingham- 
shire; Sheepshead, Leicester, Sutton-in-the-Elms, and Foxton, Leiceéter- 
* shire; Odkbam, Rutland; Spalding, Lincolnshire ; Clipstone, Guilsbo- 
rough, Braunston, Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, Nor- 
thamptonshire; O/ney, Buckinghamshire; Thorne, Bedfordshire; and St. 
bans, Hertfordshire. | 


Jesus Christ our Lord. , 


| Orn annual interview was pleafant, and we hope 
profitable. The accounts from the churches were many of 
them-encouraging, ‘The affliétion of fevéral of our brethren 
in the miniftry, however, diminifhed our enjoyments: fome 
of them were not able to attend with us; and others who were 
prefent appeared to be much indifpofed. Help us, brethren, 
by your prayers, that ufeful lives may be preferved, and long 


In our Letters ‘for the two preceding years we addrefled 


tions for'Church Fellowfhip.. Defirous of promoting not 
only -your ‘edification tore immediately, but alfo the {piritual 
improvement of thofe who form a part of your public aflem- 
eS) we this year prefent you with a few confiderations in- 
tended as A Persuasive To CHkistian 


Clipstone Printed by J, W. Morrie 
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There are in all our congregations a number of indiyje. 
duals who appear, in a judgment of charity, to have received 
the truth in love, and whofe conduct in-other refpects is fuch 
as becomes the gofpel, but who live in the habitual negle& of 
its pofitive inftitutions. For real or avowed unbelievers to do 
this, would occafion no furprife; but that thofe who profefs to 
love our Lord Jefus Chrift, and who cherifh the hope of 
eternal life through him, fhould thus feem to difregard his au. ° 
thority, is not a little furprifing, and may well be confidered 
as one of the peculiarities of the prefent ftate of religion a- 
moneft us: Nothing of this fort appeared in the times of the 
apoftles. Converts to chriftianity were recognized by an open 
profefion of the name of Chrift, and admiffion to the fellow- 
dhip of the church. ‘The zeal and ardor of primitive believers 
admitted of no hefitation or delay : they never ftopped to en- 
quire how little they might do for Chrift, and yet go to hea- 


ven; nor thought of reckoning this or the other ordinance 


not effential to falvation: but burning with leve to the Re- 
deemer, and zeal for his righteous caufe, they made ha/te, and 
delayed not to keep bis commandments, No fooner was Saul con- 
verted, than he ¢eflayed to join himfelf to the diyciples, Anticipat- 
ing the pleafare that would refult from an padience to the di- 
vine command, 2nd defirous of being numbered amongtt the 


followers of the Lamb, the-Eunuch, on believing that Jesus 


was the Son of God, exclaimed, with an agreeable furprile, 
See, water! what doth binder me to be baptized? ‘The Philip-— 
pian Jailor, believing in ‘God, with all his houfe, was baptized, 
he and all his flraightway, even the fame hour ofthe night in 
which Paul had fpoken to them the word of the. Lord. When 
the Samaritans believed Philip, preaching the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, and the name of ‘Fefus Chrift, they were bap- 
timed, both men and women. In those times.as many as giadlf 
received the ward, were baptized; and continued fiedfa/tly in the 
apofiles’ doctrine and fellowfbip, and in breaking of bread, and im | 
prayers.—But how different is all this from the relutance and 


+ fupinenefs-of profeflors in later times, who feem glad of any 


plea. that may exempt them from obligation, or extenuate 
their remifinefs in re(pect to an open profeffion of the name of 
Chrift;, and a practical fubmiffion to the infticutions of his 


‘chruch! For a change fo novel in the vifible ftate of chriftia- 


nity, we are led to enquire the caufe; and, as a mean of cor 


- recting fo prevalent.an evil, to point out- the importance 
_ gofpel fellowfhip, as binding upon the followe’s of Chrift. 


Figft, Let us enquire REAsons WHY THOSBXWHO 
PROFESS TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST FOR SALVATION, AF | 


- 
- 
’ 
>. 
a 
~ 
. 
> 
» ae 
| 
» 


J 


EAR, NEVERTMELESS, TO LIVE IN THE NEGLECT OF 


P 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP. 


It will be readily apprehended, that, by Fellowfhip in 
the Gofpel, fomething more is meant than a friendly inter- 
course with individual chriftians, or a {tated attendance on 
the folemnities of the fabbath; that it relates to that {tate 
of union peculiar to a chriftian fociety which includes a 
public profeffion of the name of Chrift, and a folemn engage- 
ment to walk together in all his commandments and ordinances 
blamelefs. It is of the neglect of thefe important duties that 
we complain, and would now attempt to fuggeft a few hints 
tending to remove the impediments which may lie in the way. 


There may be fome among{t us, who, while their gene- 
ral conduct is fuch as entitles them to fome refpect, are never- 
thelefs confcious of living in fome known fin, and who may 
therefore feel it neceflary to decline any immediate connexion 
with the church of God.—Certainly, where this is the cafe, 
we do not folicit any fociety; but would rather exhort fuch 
perfons to confefs and forfake their fins, that they may find 
mercy. [he fellowfhip of chriftians is of a holy nature: it is 
a fellowfhip with the Father and his Son ‘fefus Chrift: they have 
intercourfe with God as the moral governor of the world, 
through Jefus the mediator; their object is to carry on the caufe 
of truth and righteoufnefs, to promote the Redeemer’s glory, . 
and mutually to labour after a conformity to his will: but it 
will be impoffible fo enter into thefe defigns, or contribute 
to their accomplifhment, if fin have dominion over us. There 
may be much civility, and many expreffions of friendfhip ; but 
where purity of heart and nearness to God are not carefully 
maintained, there would be none of that chriftian tendernefs, 
onenels of fpirit, holy freedom, and brotherly affection, in 
which the communion of faints fo much confifts. Tf ‘we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light,’ we have fellow/fbip one with ano- 
ther, and the blood of ‘felis Chrift cleanfeth us from all fin. Liv- - 
ing in fin, therefore, or having finned and not repented, not 3 
only difqualifies us for the fellowihip of chriftians on earth, 


but alfo renders us unmeet to be partakers of the inheritance of | | 
the faints in light. 


‘Some, though not living in any known or pofitive evil, 
may think, neverthelefs, that to the church God 
: iy lay them under greater obligations to a ftri&t and holy life 
, a ery with to take upon them, and hence prefer a ftate of 
from fuch reftraints.—It is allowed that fuch a con- 
 Bexion does indeed imply the moft facred of all engagements: __ 
WE covenant to be the Lord’s; renouncing all other lords ° 
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who have had dominion over us, we make mention only of 
, his name. Having named the name of Chrift, we are required 
to depart from al} iniquity. Having fworn, we are bound to 
perform it, that we will keep his righteous judgments.—And 
is it indeed an object of dread to be bound to Chrift and his 
fervice, by a folemn furrender of ourfelves to him? If there 
_be any amongft us who are of this opinion, we do not imme. 
diately invite them to our fellowfhip ; but would rather urge 
them to enquire whether their hearts be right in the fight of 
God? The obligation to univerfal holinefs, though it is di- 
reCtly acknowledged, and in a fenfe confirmed by an open pro. 
feflion of the name of Chrift, yet it does not depend upon any 
_ fuch engagement on our part, _ Chrift’s fervice is not a matter 
of difcretion. Whatever we are, or whatever we profefs to 
be, our obligation is radically the fame. 


_ It may be pleaded by others that church-fellowship is not ef- 
fential to falvation, and that therefore we may go to heaven 
without it.—Positive inftitutions are not indeed so eflential to 
falvation, as that it could not in any cafe be obtaind without 
them; but it does not follow, that therefore they are in no 
cafe neceflary to falvation. We are fure that living in known 
fin would exclude us from the kingdom of heaven, and, for aught 
we know; living in the negleét of known duty may do the 
fame. And if it be true, that Chrift becomes the author of eter- 
nal falvation to all-them who opey him, a difobedince to his com- 
mands may exclude us from an intereft in his falvation, as well 
as a rejection of his truth, But if it were otherwife, and fup- 
_ poling we might go to heaven without attending to church or- 
dinances, yet what a principle of felfifhnefs does it difcover ! 
What a difregard for the authority of Jefus, what a want of love 
to him and zeal for his glory, to live in the neglect of known 
duty on the prefumption that our own falvation may not be en- 
dangered by it! Is it lovely, is it worthy of a child and fer- 
vant of God thus to act? It might fuit a profeffor whofe reli- 
gion is nothing but felfifhnefs;~but let fuch remember that 
they have not the love of God in them: for this is the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments, : 


It is to be feared that fome are kept from a public profel, 
fion of Chrift by mere worldly motives, —They have fome flat- 
tering profpects in life, and their temporal intereft would fuffer 
by it. ale have relations and friends who feel averfe to 

ee religion, and would be offended at their openly profeffing it. 
The fear of being difinherited, or fuftaining lofs in their worldly 
circumftances, induces fome perfons to conceal their principles, | 
in hopes that fome future opportunity may be more favourable 
avowal, without fubjecting them to temporal incons 
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venience. But this temporifing with religion, and treating - 


‘t as a fubordinate concern, is of ferious importance : it implies 
a practical denial of Chrift before men, and will we fear ex- 
pofe the party, if he.die. without repentance for it, to a bein 
denied by Chrift before the Father another day.. Lord, faid 
one, I will follow thee; but let me firft go and bury my father— 
Let me firft go and bid them farewell who are at home, fays ano- 
ther. ‘Ze/us anfwered, let the dead bury their dead :— follow thou 
me—No man having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God. 

The: dread o 4 pie is the occafion of preventing fome 
from following the Lord more fully. —A general and loofe pro- 
feffion of the chriftian name is common enough, and to take up 
with a worldly religion attaches no ftigma to its profeffor ; but 


to enter into the fpirit of the gofpel, to come out from amongft _ 


the common herd of nominal chriftians, to be feparate, to fol- 
low the Lord fully, and to, keep his ordinances qs they were 
delivered, will {ubject us to the charge of fingularity, and that 
not only from the groflly immoral, but alfo from the devout 
and honourable. But fhall we therefore be afhamed of Chrift 


before men, and withhold ourfelves from the communion of | 


fuch as are walking in all the commandments and ordinances 


of the Lord blamelefs? Jf any man be afhamed of ye and of 


my words, faith our Lord, of him will I be afhamed before my 
Father and the holy angels. Rather let us go forth: unto him 
without the camp, bearing his reproach; and if this is to be 
vile, let us be ftill more vile. He who would pleafe the 
world, and accommodate his religion to -the prevailing tafte, 


~ undertakes more than he can perform, if he would be the fer- 


yant of Chrift. 


Among the faithless, faithful only he: _ 
_ Among innumerable false, unmov’d, 
Unshaken, unseduced, unterrify’d, 
Tis loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal: ) 
Nor number, nor example with him wrought | 
To swerve truth.” 


MILTON. 


: Others may be deferring an attendance on divine ordi- - 
_Rances till they receive fome particular impreffions to convince 


ee of their duty.—They think it right for thofe who love 

rift to own and follow him, and are willing to be confider- 
Sere: his friends, only they are waiting at the pool for the 
‘Moving of the waters, in hopes of receiving fome kind’ of ex- 
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traordinary intimations of the divine will refpecting their im. 
mediate duty. Many perfons appear to be looking for fomes 
thing of this fort, and becaufe they go without it from time to 
time, conclude it is the mind of God that they fhould not 
comply with his ordinances ; at leaft that they fhould not com- 
ply with them at prefent.—It is allowed indeed that impref- 

- fions are defirable, provided it be truth or duty that is impref- 

fed; otherwife they deferve no regard: but let thefe be as de- 

firable as they may, the want of them can never juftify our 
living in the neglect of known duty. Nor are they at all | 
adapted to fhew us what is duty, but merely to excite to the 
erformance of what may be proved to be duty without them. 
f the want of fuch impreffions, or of fuch a ftate of mind as 
we are wifhing for ina ftate of inactivity, would excufe us in 
the neglect of Church fellowfhip, they, would alfo excufe us in 
the neglect of other religious duties. But fuch pleas are high- — 


_ ly delufive, and ferve only to difcover our want of love and 
zeal in the caufe of Chrift. 


Natural timidity appears to-befet fome, and keeps them 
back from an open profeffion of the name of Chrift. They 
feel it defirable to own Chrift before men, and are convinced 
of their obligation to do fo; but are deterred by the publicity 

_ of fuch an engagement, and imagine themfelves unable to make 
a Good confeffion before fo many witnefles.—The natural dif- 
fidence of fome perfons .may indeed render this very formida- 
ble; but it fhould be remembered that to gain fome advantage, 
or avoid fome inconvenience in worldly fairs, fuch objections 
are generally overcome: and why fhould they be deemed in- 
fuperable in a matter of far greater importance? Our ftrength 
is {mall indeed, if we faint here. What fhould we do in times 
of perfecution, whencalled to confefs Chrift at the peril of our 
lives? Our bleffed Lord openly avowed our caufe in the face 
of danger: he neither failed, nor was difcouraged ; but endur- 
ed the crofs, defpifing the fhame. Cold indeed muft our hearts 
be towards him, if we can fuffer a few imaginary difficulties to 
hinder us from owning his righteous caufe ! 


Finally, Some are deterred from a compliance with this 
duty fear left they foould not be proper fubjeéts.—It is not 
-Qwing to any diflike to the ways of the Lord, nor indifference 
to the glory of Chrift, that fome amongft us are living in the 
omiffion.of his. orditiances.:. they regularly attend on all the | 
other means of. grace, mazifelt good will to the Redeemer 

 Gaufe, jom.in focial prayer for its profperity, and are lovers ° 
goodmens; but fear they are not qualified to fill up a place 
_ the chriffian church. The doubts which they entertaim 
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their own perfonal Ae the fuppofition that fome eminent 
endowments and a larger degree of chriltian experience are ne- 
ceflary to fuch a connexion, together with the fear-of deceiving 
others and being themfelves deceived, not only excufe them in 
their own account from a public profeflion, but appear to jufti- 
fy and commend them in fuch a line of conduct.—-We do not 
with to perfuade any perfon to profefs that of whi¢h he is not 
confcious. But if it be indeed a matter of doubt whether they 
be true chriftians, we may be allowed to exprefs gur furprife 
that they in general difcover fo little concern about that all- 
important queftion. To be walking in fuch darkné/s as not to 
know whither we are going, is fat from being defirable ; and, if 
we have any proper {enfe of things, it muft be very painful. 
And is it really a matter of doubt whether you be a believer, 


or an unbeliever; a friend to Chrift, or an enemy; whether 


from your heart you with well or ill to his kingdom in the 
world; whether your foul unites with thofe who love him, or 
with thofe who love him not? Remember this, there is no 
neutrality in this cafe:-He that ts not with me, is againft me; 
and he that gathereth not with me, fcattereth abroad, e are 
either Chrift’s friends, or his enemies; believers, or un- 
believers. We either embrace the gofpel, or reject it; would 
choofe Chrift and heaven for our portion, if we might have 
our choice, or the prefent world; and we have only to decide 
which. In other cafes we are not at a lofs in judging who or 
what we love and habitually prefer, nor in determining whofe 


fide we are of, or to whofe intereft we feel attached, If our 
heart be not with Jefus, by no means let us give him our 


hand, nor betray him with a kifs: but if it be, even though 
we may not enjoy the comforts of religion in fo great'a degree 
as fome other chriftians, it becomes us, nevertheleis, to exprefs 
it by an open profeffion of his name. If with the heart we be- 
unto righteou/ne/s, us make confeffion with the mbuth unto 
aivation, 


| 
Secondly, We_proceed to point out THE IMPORTANCE 

OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, AS BINDING UPON THE 

FOLLOWERs. or 


‘If there were no other confiderations to induce us to give 
§P ourfelves toa chriftian church, the requirements’ of our 
rd and Saviour ought to be deemed fufficient. ‘Thofe who 
he practical regard to this duty, generally live in the neg- 
ete of the ordinance of Baptifm,. which Jefus declated was 
heen him and his followers; and alfo of the Supper, which 


‘ ae Joined upon us when taking his leave of the world. The 
endernels of this his dying requeft ought to overwhelm all 
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hefitation, and confound. the very idea of delay. That a fin- 
ner fhould afk to be remembered of the Saviour, is nothin 
furprifing ; for if he forget us, we are eternally undone: but 
that the Lord of glory fhould afk to be remembered, and re- 
membered as dying for us, is kind and condefcending beyond 
expreflion. He who can deny fuch a requeft muft furely be at 
a lofs to prove himfelf the friend of Chrift: Ye are my. friends, 
if ye do whatfoever I command you, | 


The importance which attaches to individual chriftians 
in uniting with churches, muft bear fome proportion to the 
importance of the exiftence of thofe churches: forvif it be a 
matter of {mall account for any one chriftian to unite in fel- 
Jowthip, it may be the fame for another, and fo for all ; which 
is the fame thing as fuppoting it to be a matter of little confe- 
ep whether there be any chriftian churches in the world, 

ut chriftian fociety feems to be no lefs eflential to the carry- 
ing on the intereft of Chrift, than human fociety is for pro- 
moting the intereft of man, and even for preferving alive a 
pofterity upon the earth. Where do we ordinarily fee the work — 
of converfion carried on, but where a chriftian church is efta- 
lifhed, or where the word and ordinances are adminiftered ? 
When Chrift afcended up on high, he gave gifts to men; and 
wherefore? That the Lord God might dwell among them. It is 
under a focial character that chriftians are denominated the 
houfe or temple of God, in which he deigns to dwell ; where 
his beauty is beheld, and-where we enquire after truth, It is 
the body of Chrift, which being fitly joined together, and com- 
patted by that which every joint fupplieth, according to the 
gw effectual working .of the meafure of every part, maketh en- 

_ yereafe unto the edifying of itfelf in love—The golden candle- 
Ricks, by which the light of truth and holinefs is exhibited to 
the world, among which our great High Prieft condefcends to 
walk—and the dwelling places, and affemblies of Mount Zion, on 
which Jehovah, as over Ifrael in the wildernefs, has created 

_ a cloud and fmoke by day, ‘and the fhining of a flaming fire by 
night; covering their glory with his defence.# The natural 
inference from thefe reprefentations is, That if we have any 
regard for the intereft of Chrift, or any defire for walking in 

fellowfmp with him, we fhould furrender ourfelyes up to him, — 
and to the fellowfhip of faints, according to his will. . If 
we would find the Shepherd, we muft go forth by the foot/leps 

rom. the firft creation of man upon earth, it was judges 

by his berievolent Creator mot good that he: foould ‘ve alone ; ane 

Plalm lavili. 18. Eph. iv. 16, Rev. i, 1220, iv. 5: 
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as the ftate of fociety advanced, its advantages were felt and 
acknowledged. we, faith the wife man, are better that one; 
becaufe they have a ood reward for their labour. For if they fall, 
the one will lift.up bis fellow: but woe to him that ts alone when he 
falleth ; for be hath not onather to help him up. And if’ two lie to- 


“gether, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? And. 


if one prevail againft him, two shall withfland him; and a three- 
fold cord is not quickly broken. “Vhefe, and many more fuch con- 
fiderations, which recommend Society’in general, apply with 
peculiar force to Religious fociety. It is this which fweetens 
duty, aids our recovery when fallen, excites warm and graci- 
ous affections, and ftrengthens our hands to repel the tempta- 
tions of an evil world. chee 


We doubt not but that there are godly individuals fcatter- 
ed up and down in the world, who have little or no opportunity 
of enjoying the fellowfhip \of faints: but it is feldom known 
that {uch perfons arrive to any confiderable eminence in {piritu- 
ality, or ufefulnefs. “The eye, or the hand, is fingularly ufeful 
in the body: but if feparated, it would be otherwife. “he moft 
honourable member cannot fay to the leaft honourable, and ftill 
Tefs to the body, J have no need of thee. And if thofe who are 
lawtully prevented, fuffer for the want of chriftian fellowfhip, 
What may be expected of thofe who voluntarily negleét it? If 
the Lord in his providence call us to walk alone, we may hope 
that he will, at"leaft in fome meafure, make up the lofs of pub- 
lic means by a greater bleffing on private ones: but if the for- 


met be flighted, he will allupedty withdraw his bleffling from 
the latter, | 


| | 

The negle& of pofitive inftitutions under the Old Tef- 
tament, was fometimes punifhed with temporal judgments. 
The Lord fought even to ‘flay his fervant Mofes, for having 
omitted to circumcife his fon in Midian. And probably it is 


in allufion to the infliction of calamities for fuch neglects, that - 


“itis faid in prophecy, Whofo will not come up to the feaft of ta- 
upon them Jhall be no Under the 
ation, it is God’s ufual way to punifh, not by temporal, but 


fpiritual judgments; and whether the neglect of his ordi- — 


hances be not generally accompanied wi 
panied with a {ufpenfion of  fpi- 
bleffings, let experience detérmine. 
‘ The principle from which. chriftian fellowfhip arifes is 
cae and this isof fo much importance as to be made by the 
ues & teft ‘of perfonal religion. We kuow that we have 


(ihe from death unto life, becaufe we love the brethren’: be that. 


hot the brethren, abideth ‘in death. But if we love the. 
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brethren, we fhall defire to be one with them in the tendereg 
ties; to join in ardent and honourable efforts, to pray and to 
praife with them, to fympathize in their forrows, and rejoice 
in their joys; in fhort, to caft in our lot with them, that what. 
ever good thing the Lord their God may beftow upon them, 
he may beftow upon us, This is the natural operation of 
‘love: and without fuch a tendency at leaft, it cannot be genu. 
ine. The renewed heart beats fpontaneoufly after the ciofet 
poflible union with God;and his people. Its language is, Jn. 
treat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after the: 


for whither thou goeft, 1 will go; and where thou lodge, 1 will 


lodge: thy people fhall be my people, and thy God my Ged. Where 
thou dteft, will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord df 
to me, and more alfo, if aught but death part thee and me! Da 
vid, even in praying for the falvation of his own foul, did not 


’ afk for a = bleffing, but for a fhare in the portion of the 
people of 


od. Remember me, O Lord, with the. favour which 
thou beareft to thy people: O vifit me with thy falvation: that] 
may fee the good of thy chofen; that I may rejoice in the gladnés of 
thy nation; that I may glory with thine inheritance ! 

.. The-fimplicity of gofpel ordinances muft render an inat- 
tention to them inexcufable. Under the former di(penfation, 
the pofitive inftitutions of religion were numerous and compli 
cated, ‘Ihe diftance alfo which the Ifraclites, and efpecially 
the profelytes from among the Gentiles, had to journey at the 
times of their folemn afiemblies, was very great when com- 
pared with ours. God required of them great labour and ¢- 
penfe, yet the godly amongit them cheerfully complied. And 
now that he hath brought the bread of life home to us, raining 
manna as it were around our tents, fhall we therefore make 
light of it? If the Lord had bid us do fome ‘great thing, 
fhould we not have done it? Then how much rather when 


he faith, Wath and be clean? 


= One of the moft interefting ideas given us of the cele 
tial world is that of a ftate of glorious /ociety. Angels 
faints innumerable, ten thoufand times ten thoufand and thou- 


fands of thoufands, each vie with the other in love and praile, 
- while every creature in heaven and earth and under the eatth, 
~ and in the fea, unite in aferibing blefling, and honour, 


glory, and power, unto him whi fitteth upon the throne, and 


_.. tothe Lamb for ever and ever. And how’ are we to be fi 


t 
for this bleffed ftate, but by aflociating with the people of God 


 omearth? It is "thus that we are prepared for glory. Nay 
more: It is thus that we actually 6f it. “By cordially 
Mniting with the friends of Jefus in this world, we unite 
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| 
- ‘w of heaven'and earth, which is but one, Hence 
bet cri in the prefent life are reprefented as already 
pom into Mount Sion, unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerufalem, to an innymerable company of angels, to 


| aflembly and church of the firit-born which are 
dined in heaven, to God the judge of all, to the fpirits of 


juft men made perfect, and to Jefus the mediator of the new 


Yt tele fentiments be properly confidered and felt, they 


will not only ftimulate thofe to prompt obedience, who have 
hitherto neglected the inftitutions of Chrift, but imprefs us all 


with a fenfe of our great advantages, and caufe us to rejoice 
with trembling. We ftand on high ground: we walk as upon 


the borders of heaven: let us watch and pray, left we be found. 


cleaving to the earth, notwithftanding thefe diftinguifhed pri- 
vileges. Nay, it is not impoffible that from thefe heights fome 


of us may fall, like the inhabitants of Capernaum, into per- 


dition ! 


Finally, It may not be profitable for thofe of us who 


are minifters and members of churches to enquire whether the 


neglects of which we complain may not in part be owing to 
fomething in us? If a minifter be uninterefted, and confe- 


quently uninterefting, in his work; if there be but little fa- 


vour in his fpirit, or profit arifing from his communitations ; 
if the people be haughty, covetous, felf-willed, litigious, and 
conformed to this world; there will .be but little eneourage- 
ment for young chriftians te caft in their lot with them. Or, 


_ifnone of thefe evils be remarkably apparent, yet if there be a 


want of holy affection and free converfation, it will not be 
much otherwife. It is by; our having fellowfhip with God, 


that godly minds will be induced to have fellowfhip with us..- 
: Ve will go with you, fay they, for we have heard that God is 


with you ! Beloved brethren, Farewell! : 
JOHN SUTCLIFF, Moderator. 
BREVIATES, 


Evening. VI. Met to hear the Letters from the 


began in prayer; brother Sutcliff was chofen Moderator and bro- 
| | 


bols concluded. . 


| Morning VI Ti » 

. | -' Time was fpent in prayer by the,following 

—=Millar of P artney, Berridge of Northampton, and Barker of Towcef- 
| Letters from fomie of the Churches which were then received. 


At Half- t T | ‘ 
B past ien, Affembled for public worthip. Brother Crapps prayed. 
rother Evans preached from 1 Pet, i. 45 5. An inberitance—referved in heaven for 


“vine y the power-of God, through faith unto Jalvation, Brother Edmonds 


i. 


ia 
> 
4 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
at 
S's 
+ 
4 
| 


i 


- 
- - - 


/ 12 


to write unto you of the common falvation, it was needful for me to rite unto wo 


prayed. Brother Fuller preached from Jude 4. Beloved, eben I gave all diligent 


exbort you, that ye foould earnefily contend for the faith once delivered wnto f oy ‘ie 


Brother Hopper concluded, 


m FUE PRACTICAL USES OF THE ORDINANCE OF 
by brother Fuller. 


At VI in the Evening, met for public worthip. Brother Morris 


brother Kee/ly " ghiygee from Matt. xi. §. The poor have the gofpel preached 


them: and brother Mii/s concluded. 


® In the afternoon, the Minifters and Meffengers heard the Circular Letter, 
which was approved, and ordered to be printed. The es for next year, On 


APTISM, to be writes 


uals 


Tuuaspay Morning After prayer by brother Fletcher, the Minillen. 
communicated the exercifes of their minds during the pat year} Sung a parting 
hymn: brother Bwurten prayed ; difmiffled the Congregation; fettled the 


9 of the Affociation Fund ; and the Maderator concluded in prayer, 


The néxt Affociation to be held at NORTHAMPTON, on the Tuefday 
and Wednefday afier Wuirsun-weex, Brother Sutcliff and Hopper to preach, 


T4+t \ Put up at the Saracens-nean. 

State of the Churches fince the laft’ Affciation. 
By Baptism - 101 Death 39 
Received Removed < Dismission 10 
_ (Restored - 2 | Mxclusion 21 
Added Diminished 64 

Clear Increase 39. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


‘As many enquires have been made for Complete Sets 


of the Annuat LETTERS or ruis ASSOCIATION, 
it is propofed, if duly encouraged, to publifh them by Sub- 
feription, for the benefit of the Aflociation Fund, which is 


thoufand pages, will be comprifed in 2 


Mr; Button, Paternofter-Row, London; or by any of the Mi 


nifters\of the Affociation,: 


BIBLICAL 
Containing Mr. Fuller’s Sermon at the Affociation. 
Printed and fold by J. W. Morris: Sold alfo by Mellie: 


) 


Button and Son, London; Price 6d. 


applied to the Affiftance of Village Preaching. 
dhe work, on a large type and good paper, making about one : 
Vol. 8vo. Price 108 * 

.j subfériptions received by the Secretary, Mr. Morris; 
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al Uses of Christian 


Baptism. * 


The Practic 


THE 


CIRCULAR LETTER, 


FROM THE 


MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 


F THE SEVERAL 


Baptist Churches 


OF THE 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
Assembled at Noxtuameton, June 15, 16, 1802: 


Maintaining the important doétrines of three equal pesfons in the Godhead ; 
eternal and perfonal election ; original sin 54 particular redemption; free juftitica- 
tion by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift 5 efficacious grace in regeneration; the 
final perfeverance of real believers ; the refurreétion of the dead ; the future judg- 
ment ; the eternal happine(s of the righteous ;'and everlafting mifery of fuch as die 
impenitent; with the congregational order of the churches, inviolably ; 


To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or from which they have received Letters : 


Meeting at Lofcoe, Derbythire ; Sutton-Afhfield, and Nottingham, Nottinghamhhire ; 
Sheepfoead, Leicefler, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby, and Foxton, Leicefterthire Oahe 
bam, Rutland ; Spalding, Liacolnthire Gretton, Clipflone, Guilfborough, Breaunflon, 
Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, Northamptonthire ; Olney, 
Buckinghambhire ; Thorne, Bedfordthire; St. Albans, Hertfordthire ; Sobam, 
Cambridgethire 5 and Burton-upon-Trent, Staffordthire. 


Grace be to you and Peace from G odour Father, and from Jesus 
Chrigt our Lord! 
BELOVED BRETHREN, | 


l¢ df 


Unoer divine p¥oteéction we held our annual meeting 
at the time and place appointed, and hope we enjoyed commu. 

hion with God, and with his faints. From the contents of 
your Letters it appears that there has been no great encreafe 
inthe churches this year, in regard of numbers; but we are 
happy to find that in other refpeéts there is caufe for thankful- 
nels. Excepting two or three of the churches, which are in 
a low afflicted ftate, the reft of them are dwelling in peace, 
and walking in the fear of the Lord; and one * of them, 


which had been diflolved, j i ' 
to fellowthin wi is now revived, and again admitted 


In connexion with our laft General Letter, and am 
appointment made at the yearly meeting, we now ads 
The church at Burton-upon-Trent. 


Vrimted by J. W. Morris, Cliptene, 
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